In the spring of 1851 I had been trying some experiments on myself and others, as to the influence which the exclusion of air exerts on the healing of ulcers, wounds, and burns, and was particularly struck with the fact that, when this can be effected thoroughly, the healing process goes on without almost any pain being felt in the parts. For 4th.?Parts covered have been quite easy. The erysipelas has, however, passed the lunar caustic mark, and has extended on the forehead and face. Covered with gutta percha.
6th.?Has been again quite easy in the parts covered, but the disease has, since yesterday, extended to the left ear, and the whole of the side of the face and chin, all which are very hot and painful, and the patient has been anxiously waiting for my visit to have them again covered, when, as before, immediate relief was given. On the 8th she was convalescent.
This patient states that the application of the gutta percha paste to the right cheek produced at first considerable smarting, but was not felt so much on the other parts, and explains this by noticing that on that cheek the cuticle had slightly given way. She stated that, on the other parts, the burning heat of the erysipelas was usually gone in about half an hour after the gutta percha had been applied, and I noticed, on each day after the application, that the parts covered felt soft and natural, and that they could be touched without giving pain. Notwithstanding that each extension looked very angry and was exceedingly painful, the pulse, in this case also, continued throughout to be very little disturbed. At first I encircled the diseased parts with a lunar caustic line, but without apparently any effect in preventing its extension. In other instances, however, it has seemed to ine that this practice has produced some effect; it evidently, however, is not much to be relied on. This woman has had erysipelas of the face six times, and she is, therefore, well qualified to judge of the comparative merits of the different modes of treatment that have been employed. Her 
